News Release
Breaking records: longest and most accessible
Queen’s Baton Relay international sector announced
A complete set of media materials will be available post media launch.
Visit brand.gc2018.com and register your details for access.

Sunday, 20 November 2016
On an ambitious journey to connect with a modern and diverse
Commonwealth, the Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games (GC2018)
Queen’s Baton Relay (QBR) will achieve two records – it will be the longest and
the most accessible relay in Commonwealth history.
The international sector of the QBR was revealed with the Queen’s Baton
design today at Jupiters Gold Coast as the city celebrates 500 days to go until
the Games.
The global journey, which spans 388 days and 230,000km, was illustrated by a
four-metre tall hologram of the globe in a Jupiters Gold Coast stage
spectacular.
The Queen’s Baton will provide thousands of people throughout the
Commonwealth with the opportunity to experience the spirit of friendship for
which the Commonwealth Games are renowned.
The international sector presents each region with a unique opportunity to
showcase its people, heritage, culture and environment to the rest of the
Commonwealth.
For the first time, the Baton will be present at the Commonwealth Youth
Games (CYG) in Nassau, Bahamas from 19 to 23 July 2017. The CYG will
provide a unique opportunity for the Baton to engage and inspire today’s
youth, with 60 per cent of Commonwealth citizens less than 30-years of age.
The Relay will begin at Buckingham Palace on Commonwealth Day, 13 March
2017, when Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II will place her message to the
Commonwealth into the GC2018 Baton.

From London, the Queen’s Baton will travel sequentially through Africa, the
Americas, the Caribbean, Europe, Asia and Oceania, spending between two
and four days in each Commonwealth nation and territory.
This will give a third of the world’s population the opportunity to share a
memorable experience with the Baton.
When the Queen’s Baton arrives on the Gold Coast for the XXI Commonwealth
Games Opening Ceremony on 4 April 2018, the entire Commonwealth will have
been a part of the journey.
The international sector of the GC2018 Queen’s Relay is a joint initiative of the
Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games Corporation (GOLDOC) in partnership
with the Commonwealth Games Federation (CGF).
Commonwealth Games Associations (CGA) in each nation and territory are
responsible for selecting batonbearers that inspire their community to be
great.
The QBR has been the traditional curtain raiser to every Commonwealth
Games since the Cardiff 1958 British Empire and Commonwealth Games.
GOLDOC, Peter Beattie AC:
“As you can see, the GC2018 Queen’s Baton Relay is a complex logistical
project. But one that will take our great Games to the world, building
excitement and enthusiasm for the world-class athletes who will compete here
in just 500 days time.
“We have a great team working through the planning to ensure all areas of this
extraordinary journey are, like the Games, delivered on time and on budget.
“The Baton will return to the Gold Coast in April 2018, having been touched,
admired, photographed, filmed and loved by so many people from all over the
Commonwealth.”
Commonwealth Games Federation President, Louise Martin CBE:
“A message from the Monarch has been read at every Games since 1930 as
the Queen’s Baton Relay extends an invitation to the athletes and communities
of the Commonwealth to celebrate together.
“It reinforces our shared love of sport and recognises the power of sport to
transcend barriers and bring us together.
“Above all, however, it is a message from Her Majesty of hope, ambition and
peace for the citizens and athletes of the Commonwealth.
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“It is a truly exciting moment to share the international route of the 2018
Queen’s Baton Relay, so that communities and citizens across the
Commonwealth can join the build up to the XXI Commonwealth Games.”
Premier of Queensland, Annastacia Palaszczuk MP:
“The international sector of the Queen’s Baton Relay is a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity for the Gold Coast and Queensland to connect with the entire
Commonwealth.
“It will place the Gold Coast on the global stage.
“Travelling a phenomenal 230,000 kilometres, the relay will engage with local
communities, schools and athletes in some of the most exotic and remote
places.
“From Sierra Leone to Jamaica, the Falkland Islands and Samoa, the Baton’s
288-day international journey will excite the world about our great Games to
come.”
Federal Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment, Steven Ciobo:
“As the Baton shares its journey with every Commonwealth nation and
territory, it will put this city, state and Australia on the global stage.
“In fact, the Queen’s Baton Relay will be the biggest single promotion Australia
will see for many years to come and will shine a light on this city and the state
of Queensland.
“The Baton will be one of the most well-travelled and recognisable objects in
the world.”
Minister for Commonwealth Games, Stirling Hinchliffe MP:
“The international sector of the Queen’s Baton Relay will be the final leg in the
race to the Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games.
“The Baton is a great symbol of the Games and this tour will help build the
excitement in the lead up to start of competition in April 2018.”
ENDS

For more information, please contact:
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Tamara Morris – 0400 658 429
Manager, Communication and Media
Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games Corporation (GOLDOC)
Keri Algar – 0466 381 305
Public Relations and Media Operations, Queen’s Baton Relay
Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games Corporation (GOLDOC)
Trish Quayle - 0466 355 886
Marketing & Communications Manager, Queen's Baton Relay
Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games Corporation (GOLDOC)
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